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Preview and reception
Tuesday, May 29th at 6 pm
Kamenická 22, Praha 7- Letná 

gal lery opening hours:  tues – fr i :  1–6 pm, sat :  2-6 pm

hunt  kastner  artworks  is  pleased  to  present  a  solo  exhibi t ion  of  new  work  by  the 
Prague  based  art ist  Jan  Šerých.  The  exhibi t ion,  which  includes  several  large  scale 
paint ings  (Zoom ,  The  Telephone  Number  of  a  Celebr i ty,  But  I  Don’t  Know  Which ,  Cal l  
777625710  at  7:30 ,  Beepbeep )  and  one  video  (Takemehome ) ,  fur ther  explores  the 
art ist ’s  sel f -acknowledged  favor i te  theme  of  “cul tura l  cryptography”  in  h is  s ignature 
contextual  minimal ist ic sty le.  

Jan  Šerých's  paint ings,  objects  and  videos  funct ion  as  conceptual  t rompe- l ’oei l .   He 
has  created  a  formal  abstract  language  derived  f rom  geometr ic  tendencies  in  paint ing 
and  typography  present ing  characters  depleted  of  thei r  or ig inal  s igni f icance.   In 
Serych’s  work,  nothing  is  assumed  and  everyth ing  is  open  to  quest ion  -  symmetr ical 
geometr ic  or  typographic  shapes  are  exposed  as  mult i -purpose  covers  meant  for 
recycl ing  and  obsessional  observat ions.   Šerých  both  s imulates  and  mocks  accepted 
rules  and  aesthet ics,  creat ing  h is  own  system  -  one  where  mult ip le  meanings  are 
possible and, where at  the same t ime, somet imes nothing much at  al l  is  conveyed.

“Al though the exhib i t ion  Takemehome  consists  a lmost  ent i rely  of  paint ings,  i t  can seem 
in  i ts  v isual  conciseness  to  be  a  manifestat ion  of  a  new  iconoclasm.   However,  i t  is 
pr imar i ly  a  ref lect ion  of  my  current  obsession  wi th  codes  and  secret  messages,  thei r 
inherent  value  and  condit ional i ty.   What  is  h idden  behind  the  wal l  of  these  codes  is  in 
fact  very  s imple  and  accessib le  information.   However,  ease  of  acquis i t ion  is  not ,  of 
course,  d irect ly  proport ional  to  a  thing 's  value  in  our  eyes  and  obstacles  of ten  act 
paradoxical ly  as  aphrodis iacs  -  be  they  the  awkwardness  of  d ial ing  an  unfamil iar 
number  at  7:30  in  the  morning  as  prompted  by  one  of  the  "painted"  instruct ions,  a 
young  camper 's  Czech-Engl ish  t ranslat ion  using  morse  code,  the  h idden  ident i ty  of  a 
celebr i ty. . .   In  the  same way,  with  a  smal l  dose  of  pat ience  and  resolve,  one can  come 
to  know my bir thdate  v ia  the informat ion on the gal lery 's  exter ior  d isplay,  camouf laged, 
for  example,  as  one  of  the  possib le  dates  of  my  re-bir th,  or  —  in  a  bet ter  scenar io  — 
that  of   my def ini t ive  death.   And  so i t  is  a lso  the  case with   the  fate  of  an  al ien (or  an 
outsider  of  some  kind) ,  which,  on  one  videoproject ion  at  the  exhib i t ion,  coughs  up  his 
message,  wait ing  unt i l  i t  reaches  someone  -  each  pause  representing  an  actual  let ter 
thereby forming an uncompl icated yet extrememly sad phrase. . . .  „  

Jan  Šerých  was  born  in  1972  in  Prague.  He  studied  at  the  Prague  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  f rom  1992  –  1999  in  the  studios  of  pr int-making  (J.  Lindovský) ,  new  media  (M. 
Bie l ický)  and  paint ing  (V.  Skrepl ) .  He  was  a  member  of  the  art ist  group  BJ  (Bezhlavý 
jezdec/Headless  Horseman),  which  was  act ive  f rom  1997-2002,  together  with  fe l low 
Academy students  Josef  Bol f ,  Ján  Mančuška  and  Tomáš  Vaněk.  He  was  shor t  l is ted  as 
a  f inal ist  for  the prest ig ious  J indř ich  Chalupecký Award both  in  2003 and 2005 and has 
par t ic ipated  in  many  signi f icant  exhib i t ions  of  contemporary  ar t  including  solo 
exhibi t ions  at  the  Prague  Nat ional  Gal lery  (Dial ,  1999),  Dům  umění  České  Budějovice 
(Kdopak to  mluví ,  2003),  Moravian  Gal lery  in  Brno  (Abbey  Road 2:45 ,  2005)  and  group 
exhibi t ions  such  as  the  Biennale  of  the  Young  (2002,  2005)  and  Praguebiennale2 , 
(2005).  His  work is  included in publ ic  col lect ions at  the Nat ional  Gal lery  in  Prague, and 
Wannieck Gal lery in Brno.  


